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PRE-DINNER MUSIC
Mike Raynes ‘15, Lakeville, piano
WELCOME
Jacqueline R. Johnson, chancellor
RECOGNITION OF RETIREES
Bobbi Charles, executive office and administrative specialist, Admissions
Donna Chollett, professor of anthropology, Division of the Social Sciences
Carol Cook, professor of education, Division of Education
Vicente Cabrera Funes, professor of Spanish, Division of the Humanities 
Sara Haugen, administrative professional, Student Activities
Barb Hesse, executive accounts specialist, Center for Small Towns and  
Community Engagement
Madeline Maxeiner, vice chancellor for external relations, External Relations
Lowell Rasmussen, vice chancellor for finance and facilities, Facilities Management
Richard Reimers, senior gardener, Facilities Management
David Savela, network manager, Computing Services
Melody Veenendaal, project/program specialist, Student Affairs




University of Minnesota John Tate Award for 
Excellence in Undergraduate Advising
Jess Larson ’92, professor of studio art, Division of the Humanities
Horace T. Morse-Minnesota Alumni Association Award for  
Outstanding Contributions to Undergraduate Education 
Sarah Buchanan, associate professor of French, Division of the Humanities
Ted Pappenfus, professor of chemistry, Division of Science and Mathematics
UMM Alumni Association Teaching Award
James F.P. Cotter, professor of geology, Division of Science and Mathematics
Mary Martelle Memorial Awards
Sarah Ashkar, student personnel coordinator,  
Academic Center for Enrichment, Staff Award  
Maia Dalager ’15, Duluth, Student Award  
  
Outstanding Support Staff Awards
Melody Veenendaal, project/program specialist, Student Affairs, AFSCME recipient 
Gail Boe, senior gardener, Facilities Management, Teamster recipient
Nancy Erdahl, office supervisor, Post Office, Civil Service recipient
Morris Academic Staff Award
Troy Goodnough, director, Office of Sustainability
CLOSING
Special thanks to the late John Stuart Ingle, professor emeritus of studio art,  
for granting permission to reproduce a transparency of his painting,  
Still Life with Overland Flyer, for use as a special retirement gift.
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YEARS OF SERVICE AT MORRIS
HONORED RETIREES 2015
Bobbi Charles, executive office and administrative specialist, 
has been a member of the campus community for 25 years. 
Throughout her time at Morris Bobbi has contributed to the 
transition from paper to electronic admissions procedures, which 
enabled her to streamline the application process. She has seen 
the number of applications double since 2010 and this year 
processed the largest number of applications in her 25 years 
at Morris. Bobbi is “going to miss being part of the campus 
community” as well as relationship-building with students. She 
plans to spend retirement with her grandchildren and “much-
needed projects.”
Donna Chollett, professor of anthropology and coordinator 
of Latin American Area Studies, has been a member of the 
Morris faculty for 20 years. In that time, Donna equipped the 
Physical Anthropology lab with an impressive collection of 
skeletal materials and fossil casts, her classes supported Morris’s 
sustainable education by involving students in creating the Native 
American Organic Garden, and she published a book on Latin 
American social movements. She was awarded the César Chávez 
Award in 2008 for her outstanding leadership, contributions to 
communities of color, and support for workers’ rights. Donna 
plans to spend future years reading and traveling.
Carol Cook, professor of elementary education, has been a 
member of the Morris education faculty for more than 25 years. 
In addition to teaching elementary education, she served as 
coordinator of elementary education and director of the Global 
Student Teaching program. One of her favorite accomplishments 
was “developing a diversity-intensive field experience with 
Chicago Public Schools and seeing it sustained over 20 years”; it 
is her fondest Morris memory. Carol will miss students, colleagues, 
and campus life, but looks forward to enjoying new adventures 
with her spouse, lingering over coffee, and taking trips with no 
time limits.
Vicente Cabrera Funes, professor of Spanish, passed away on 
July 6, 2014, after having retired from Morris. A prolific author 
throughout his four-decade career in academia, Vicente was 
honored with the University of Minnesota, Morris Distinguished 
Faculty Research award in 2003. Widely acknowledged for his 
breadth of knowledge and dynamic and passionate classroom 
presence, he taught numerous courses in Spanish and Latin 
American literature and film, exploring questions of culture and 
identity, emigration and exile and the literary uses of letters, 
confessions and memoirs. A tree will be planted in his memory 
this spring.
Sara Haugen, administrative professional, has served the Morris 
campus for 40 years. In that time, she worked in the Offices of 
Admissions and Student Activities as a secretary, program advisor, 
acting director, and assistant director. Sara is proud of her work 
regarding the Commission on Women and the Performing Arts 
Series. She will fondly remember the campus community and 
“working in an environment that celebrates learning and wide 
diversity of people and thought.” Sara has no special plans for 
retirement, “just more of the usual,” although she does look 
forward “to not travel[ing] on treacherous winter roads!”
Barb Hesse, executive accounts specialist, has served the campus 
for 21 years—in the bookstore, continuing education, Center for 
Small Towns (CST), and the Office of Community Engagement. 
Barb is proud to have been part of the selection of CST and the 
city of Morris for the 2006 Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Partnership 
Award for Campus-Community Collaboration and CST’s 
completion of a Housing and Urban Development Community 
Outreach Partnership Centers grant. Her goals for retirement are 
to “help [her] husband of 40 years, Tom, on the road back to good 
health” and to travel to see their children and “beautiful places,” 
preferably from the seat of their Harley.
Madeline Maxeiner, vice chancellor for external relations, served 
Morris for 33 years. In that time she was the director of the Offices 
Alumni Relations and Annual Giving and Fund Development 
as well as an associate vice chancellor and, ultimately, vice 
chancellor. Maddy was honored with a University of Minnesota, 
Morris Alumni Association Distinguished Alumni Award in 2012. 
She is most proud to have “helped build an extraordinary team 
of External Relations professionals.” Maddy will miss this “good 
community of people” and looks forward to traveling, reading, 
and doing volunteer work in her newfound spare time.
Lowell Rasmussen, vice chancellor for finance and facilities, 
has served Morris for 20+ years—first as plant services director, 
later as associate vice chancellor and, ultimately, vice chancellor. 
During that time Lowell guided the campus through several 
capital building programs, maintained balanced budgets, 
retired campus debt, and helped establish student-championed 
sustainability initiatives. “U of MN has been my career, and I 
have been fortunate to have this opportunity,” he writes. Lowell 
plans to spend retirement traveling, visiting family and friends 
and spending time in the winter without concern for winter road 
conditions.
Richard Reimers, senior gardener, has been a part of the campus 
community for more than 19 years. He designed and built Camden 
Corner, built and maintained the Soccer Complex, and worked 
with many divisions and departments “to keep the whole campus 
looking good and to make visitors feel welcome and comfortable 
on campus.” Richard’s fondest memories are of “always trying 
to improve the looks of the campus” and of “watching students 
grow and learn from their first day to their last.” He plans to spend 
retirement “enjoying life and loving life.” He writes that it has “been 
an honor to have worked at Morris.”
David Savela, network manager, has served the University for 33 
years—three as a student consultant and 30 as staff. In that time 
he has built the network infrastructure for the campus. David also 
was integral to the inauguration and ongoing of wireless internet 
on campus. “It has been a great privilege to have been able to 
participate in and experience the progression of technological 
developments throughout my career,” he writes. “But I expect I will 
remember most fondly and miss most acutely the people and the 
comradery of those I worked with regularly.” David plans to spend 
his retirement savoring “the joy of managing [his] own time.”
Melody Veenendaal, project/program specialist, has served 
the Morris campus for 21 years. Throughout her years in student 
affairs, Melody has been rewarded by the knowledge that her 
work was appreciated and as helpful as possible in students’ and 
their families’ times of need. Melody has “always loved the air of 
anticipation and excitement that comes in the fall when students 
return to campus” as well as the the beautiful physical campus, 
which “is symbolic of the attention and care UMM employees give 
to the student body.” While her retirement plans are not yet fully 
developed, she knows she “will be investing in people  
and relationships.”
